
Broadway Bests Fort Defiance 88 - 73 in Season Opener 
 
Broadway had little trouble overcoming the new Fort Defiance offense and defense systems with 
a 88 - 73 beat down of the Indians on November 28 in the Don Landes gym.  Fort’s inability to 
shoot well was a big factor in the loss.  Fort’s three point shooting, an important part of the new 
offense Coach Mike Gale has installed, was terrible.  If FDHS had simply made its free throws it 
would have won the game but they missed 18 shots from the charity stripe in a foul-filled game.  
Plus, well-coached BHS adjusted to Fort Defiance’s helter-skelter pressing defense and got 
numerous easy baskets, dooming the season opener for the home team playing in front of a very 
sparse crowd. 
 
Broadway outshot the Indians, opening up the game with two treys to take a 6 - 0 lead before 
Bradley Hebb hit two free throws with 6:33 to go.  Jasigh Ransom made one of two foul shots to 
pull FD within three but BHS made two free throws to go up 8 - 3.  Gus Gutshall then made a 
nifty move into the lane and flipped up a pretty one-hander to get the Indians within three.  BHS 
took a 11 - 5 lead before Sam Garber hit a field goal.  After a BHS free throw, Sam hit a three 
pointer to make the score 12 - 10 in favor of the visitors.  Carter Fink then picked up a Bradley 
miss and put it in to knot the score with 2:20 to go.  BHS took a two point lead before Sam hit 
another field goal.  FDHS took its first lead, 15 - 14,  when Carter Berry made one of two foul 
shots.  BHS quickly retook the lead 16 - 15 but Evan Braun made one of two foul shots to tie the 
score.  Austin Metz then popped in a three pointer with 9.7 seconds to go to push Fort’s lead to 
19 - 16.  Broadway closed with quarter with a free throw, leaving it 19 - 17 after one period. 
 
During the period, Coach Gale rapidly platooned five new players every minute or so.  All 
players, except for Gio Armendariz Cruz who was still nursing a concussion injury, saw action 
and eight scored led by Sam’s seven points in the quarter. 
 
The second quarter was the beginning of the downfall for the home team.  Initially Fort 
maintained its lead as Sam made another field goal and hit two free throws.  Meanwhile, 
Broadway ran up a 35 - 23 lead with 4:35 to go in the quarter before Del Ray Jones finally got 
Fort going with a three pointer.  Sam made two more free throws and Carter Fink scored again in 
the paint.  Both Trey Miller and Evan completed a three point plays after snaring offensive 
rebounds but Broadway kept its lead at 45 - 36 at the half.    
 
During the half, many of the Indians launched three point attempts but only three went in.  Also 
worrisome at this point was that Sam picked up his third personal foul with 58 seconds 
remaining. 
 
Broadway extended its lead to 13 by the end of the third quarter including a basket on an out-ot-
bounds play with 0.4 seconds on the clock.  Fort’s scoring for the quarter included two pointers 
by Jalen Alexander, two driving layups by Jasigh, a put-back by Evan, a three pointer from 
Jasigh, a layup by Carter Berry, and another three pointer from Sam.   
 
Fort’s fourth quarter was marred with poor free throw shooting.  In this quarter alone the Indians 
missed ten foul shots.  Broadway quickly opened up its largest lead of the night at 69 - 52 before 
Bradley made two free throws.  Carter Fink made one of two free throws, then Jasigh and Carter 



Berry got two pointers to drop.  Carter added two foul shots to make the score 73 - 61.  Carter 
Fink added a foul shot then Sam and Carter each scored in close to make it 79 - 66 with 3:17 to 
go.  Jasigh scored on a drive then hit a trey but the closest Fort got was 82 - 71 with 2:05 left in 
the game.  Fort’s last point was scored by Jalen on a foul shot.  The final score was BHS 88, 
FDHS 73. 
 
Tristan Yoder led Broadway with 23 points.  For the game, Fort shot only 51% from the free 
throw line.   
 
Coach Gale’s platooning system runs many players in and out of the game but not all play the 
same amount.  Gus only saw a total of three minutes of action during the game including zero in 
the fourth quarter.  As his grandfather writing this article I am puzzled as to why this happened.  
If his teammates had been playing well perhaps I could understand it more.  But those on the 
court had many, many turnovers, fouls, missed shots, and played a defense so porous that a 
mediocre Broadway team was able to score 88 points.  In Gus’ short time on the court he was 
one for one in shooting and had zero turnovers.  Even the WHSV video which showed highlights 
of the game included Gus’ field goal. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gio Armendariz Cruz 0 0 0-0 0 
Bradley Hebb 0 0 2-4 2 
Jasigh Ransome 4 2 3-4 17 
Carter Fink 3 0 2-5 8 
Trey Miller 1 0 1-1 3 
Sam Garber 4 2 4-6 18 
Austin Metz 0 1 0-0 3 
Evan Braun 2 0 2-7 6 
Rhylan Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
Del Ray Jones 0 1 0-0 3 
Tripp Hanger 0 0 0-0 0 
Jalen Alexander 1 0 2-6 4 
Gus Gutshall 1 0 0-0 2 
Carter Berry 2 0 3-4 7 
TOTAL 18 6 19-37 73 
 
 




