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2022 - 23 Junior Varsity Roster 
 

 
Fort Defiance High School     
Basketball Boys - Junior Varsity     
School Year: 2022-2023     
      
Number Name Year Team Information  

32 Berry, Carter 10 Head Coach: Will Henderson 
4 Blosser, Parker 10 Assistant Coach: Brandon Crowe 

21/11 Braun, Evan 9 Athletic Trainer: Gabby Mayo 
42 Gutshall, Gus 10 Mascot(s): Indians 
1 Hamer, Hunter 8    

24 Hanger, Tripp 9 School Administration 
22 Marshall, Isaac 10 Superintendent: Dr. Eric Bond 
10 Martin, Rhylan 10 Principal: Alan Shull 

20/33 Pultz, Elijah 9 Asst. Principals: Mark Mace, Lea Dean 
2 Ransome, Jasigh 9 Athletic Director: Richard A. Miller 

5/3 Skillman, Aidan 10 School Color: Royal Blue and White 
14 Thorton, Ayden 10    

 
 



JV Season Schedule and Record 
 

Basketball Boys   -  Junior Varsity   
School Year:  2022-2023    

    W/L 

Date Opponent Location Score 
(Record. District 

Record) 
11/17/22 Luray (Scrimmage) Fort Defiance High School 42 - 33 W 
11/29/22 Rockbridge County Fort Defiance High School 29 - 48 L (0 - 1, 0 - 0) 
11/30/22 Turner Ashby Fort Defiance High School 32 - 38 L (0 - 2, 0 - 0) 
12/7/22 Alleghany Fort Defiance High School 36 - 35 W (1 - 2, 0 - 0) 
12/9/22 Rockbridge County Rockbridge High School 43 - 34 W (2 - 2, 0 - 0) 
12/13/22 Broadway Broadway High School 30 - 23 W (3 - 2, 0 - 0) 
12/20/22 Buffalo Gap Buffalo Gap High School 40 - 27 W (4 - 2, 1 - 0) 
12/29/22 Monticello Monticello High School 26 - 39 L (4 - 3, 1 - 0) 
12/30/22 Alleghany Alleghany High School 28 - 45 L (4 - 4, 1 - 0) 
1/6/23 Riverheads Fort Defiance High School 42 - 34 W (5 - 4, 2 - 0) 
1/10/23 Wilson Memorial Fort Defiance High School 41 - 32 W (6 - 4, 3 - 0) 
1/12/23 Broadway Fort Defiance High School 48 - 28 W (7 - 4, 3 - 0) 
1/13/23 Waynesboro Waynesboro High School 62 - 21 W (8 - 4, 4 - 0) 
1/17/22 Staunton Staunton High School 37 - 60 L (8 - 5, 4 - 1) 
1/20/22 Stuarts Draft Fort Defiance High School 47 - 38 W (9 - 5, 5 - 1) 
1/24/23 Buffalo Gap Fort Defiance High School 45 - 24 W (10 - 5, 6 - 1) 
1/31/23 Riverheads Riverheads High School 51 - 37 W (11 - 5, 7 - 1) 
2/1/23 Turner Ashby Turner Ashby High School 26 - 40 L (11 - 6, 7 - 1) 

2/3/23 Wilson Memorial 
Wilson Memorial High 
School 42 - 41 W (12 - 6, 8 - 1) 

2/7/23 Waynesboro Fort Defiance High School 51 - 17 W (13 - 6, 9 - 1) 
2/10/23 Staunton Fort Defiance High School 55 - 59 (OT) L (13 - 7. 9 - 2) 
2/13/23 Stuarts Draft Stuarts Draft High School 47 - 36 W (14 - 7, 10 - 2) 

2/16/23 

Wilson Memorial 
(District 
Tournament) Staunton High School 44 - 39 W (15 - 7, 11 - 2) 

2/18/23 
Staunton (District 
Championship) Staunton High School 44 - 58 L (15 - 8, 11 - 3) 

     

   Overall 
Shenandoah 

District 

  Season Record 15 - 8 11-3 
 



FDHS JV’s Top Luray in Scrimmage on November 17 
 
Fort Defiance High School began the 2022-23 Boys Junior Varsity Basketball season with a nice 
victory over Luray in a scrimmage on November 17.  Though the scoreboard reset the score to 0 
– 0 to start each quarter, the total of the four quarters’ results was Fort 42, Luray 33.   The 
Indians had trouble putting the ball in the basket in the first quarter but so did the Bulldogs.  At 
the end of the first quarter the score was Fort 6, Luray 3 as only Evan Braun and Isaac Marshall 
were able to make buckets although both of theirs were three pointers. 
 
Fort got its offense going in the second quarter led by Gus Gutshall who scored eight points in 
the quarter.  Evan got the first bucket on an out-of-bounds play and Isaac hit another three 
pointer to make the score 5 -5.  Then Gus got going and scored three straight baskets on an 
offensive rebound and two nice assists from Carter Berry to run the lead to 11 – 8.  Evan’s two 
made it 13 – 8 then Gus scored again on a spin move with 0:43 to go to make it 15 – 8 in favor of 
the Indians.  The Bulldogs closed to 15 – 11 at the end of the quarter.  The overall total at the 
half was 21 – 14 FDHS. 
 
The third quarter went Luray’s way, 12 – 9 though Fort managed baskets by Evan on a three-
pointer from the top of the key, Gus on a put-back after an offensive rebound, and Jasigh 
Ransome with a trey and a free throw.  Lots of subs got to play in this quarter.   
 
The starters returned in the fourth quarter.  For some reason, the scoreboard didn’t reset to start 
this quarter so it began with Luray holding a 12 – 9 lead.  Soon Carter hit two jumpers in close to 
push Fort in front 13 – 12.  Tripp Hanger’s two on a layup off a fast break followed by two more 
from Carter on a layup with a nice assist from Isaac gave the Indians a 17 – 14 lead with 2:05 to 
go.  Luray closed to 17 – 16 then Gus came up with a big block with 1:05 to go to thwart the 
Bulldog’s drive.  Isaac and Evan each had two down the stretch to give Fort the 21 – 19 second 
half win.  The overall today was 42 – 33 in favor of FDHS.   
 
The JV’s had their share of turnovers for the game but Luray had even more.  The leading 
scorers for the Indians were Evan with 12, Gus with 10, and Isaac with 8.  Carter, Tripp, and 
Jasigh got 4 each. 
 
 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall 5 0 0-2 10 
Evan Braun 3 2 0-0 12 
Isaac Marshall 1 2 0-0 8 
Carter Berry 2 0 0-0 4 
Tripp Hanger 2 0 0-0 4 
Jasigh Ransome 0 1 1-4 4 
TOTAL 13 5 1-6 42 



FDHS JV’s Drop Season Opener to Rockbridge 
 
Fort Defiance High School opened the 2022-23 Boys Junior Varsity Basketball season with a 48 
– 29 loss to the Rockbridge Wildcats on November 29 in Fort Defiance.  Unfortunately for the 
Indians, shooting and ball handling were substandard throughout the game which made it 
impossible to overtake the tall Rockbridge team. 
 
The starters for the first game of the regular season were Gus Gutshall, Isaac Marshall, Carter 
Berry, Jasigh Ransome, and Evan Braun.  The turnovers started early for FDHS as they suffered 
four in the first four minutes of play.  After Rockbridge took a 4 – 0 lead, Rhylan Martin scored 
on a short jumper with 3:37 to go.  Rockbridge extended its lead to 8 – 2 before Gus took a nice 
pass from Carter to put the Indians closer at 8 – 4.  Unfortunately, Gus twisted his ankle and 
spent most of the rest of the game on the bench with his ankle iced.  The first quarter ended at 8 
– 4 in favor of the Wildcats. 
 
Isaac’s three pointer from the corner brought FDHS within three at 10 – 7 in the second quarter 
but Rockbridge extended its lead to 13 – 7 with 4:22 to go.  Elijah Pultz scored for Fort but 
Rockbridge took advantage of more FDHS turnovers to go up 19 – 9 before Rhylan’s jumper 
from in close made it 19 – 11.  Fort’s poor shooting in the half left the score 19 – 11 at the break. 
 
Two more consecutive turnovers led to a 21 – 11 Rockbridge lead.  Fort closed to 21 – 13 with 
two free throws.  Then Carter scored on a drive before Rockbridge hit two more buckets to make 
the score 25 – 15.  Carter’s jumper got Fort within eight but then Rockbridge hit two straight 
three pointers to take a commanding 31 -  17 lead.  Isaac’s three made the score 31 – 20.  
Rockbridge took advantage of more FDHS turnovers to push their lead to 39 – 20 with one 
minute to go.  Carter scored his fourth jumper of the quarter followed by Evan’s in-close jumper 
to make the score 41 – 24 after three periods. 
 
Carter again scored in close to open the fourth quarter but Rockbridge pushed their lead to 46 – 
26 before Rhylan’s two made it 46 – 28 with three minutes to go.  Elijah made one of two free 
throws to end Fort’s scoring as the final was Rockbridge 48, Fort Defiance 29.  Carter led Fort 
with 12 points. 
 
 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall 1 0 0-0 2 
Evan Braun 1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 0 1 0-0 3 
Carter Berry 5 0 2-2 12 
Rhylan Martin 2 0 0-0 4 
Tripp Hanger 0 0 0-0 0 
Jasigh Ransome 0 0 0-0 0 
Elijah Pultz 2 0 1-2 5 



Aiden Skillman 0 0 0-1 0 
TOTAL 11 1 3-5 28 



TAHS JV’s TOP FORT 38 - 32 
 
In a game that featured droughts and spurts, Fort Defiance High School’s Junior Varsity squad 
dropped a 38 – 32 decision to the Turner Ashby Knights at Fort Defiance on November 30.   
Playing their second game in two nights, again shooting and ball handling were not good for the 
young Indians. 
 
The first quarter had no highlights for the Indians.  Missing shot after shot and turning the ball 
over repeatedly, FDHS failed to score the entire period and fell behind 7 -0 going into the second 
quarter.    
 
The second quarter the Indians looked like a different team.  Carter Berry’s layup finally got Fort 
on the board on a nice pass from Isaac Marshall.  Moments later, Tripp Hanger bombed in a 
three pointer and suddenly the Indians were back in contention, 7 – 5.  Rhylan Martin’s jumper 
tied the game but he missed his opportunity to make it a three point play, missing Fort’s fourth 
consecutive free throw.  TA scored again and added two free throws to go up 11 – 7 but the 
Indians came back.  Evan Braun took a pass from Gus Gutshall and drained a three pointer to 
make it 11 – 10.  After TAHS hit a free throw, Tripp scored on a drive to tie the score then, 
moments later, scored on a a layup to give Fort its first lead, 14 – 12.  From that point, the 
Indians again went into a freefall and fell behind 16 – 14 at the break. 
 
Opening the second half, Gus hit a nice ten footer to tie the score but TAHS went on a eight 
point binge to push their lead to 24 – 16.  Finally Jasigh Ransome scored for the Indians, 
followed by Rhylan and another Jasigh layup after a steal to bring Fort within two, 24 – 22 at the 
end of the quarter.   
 
Jasigh’s free throw after a TAHS goal made the score 26 – 23 but the Knights hit a three pointer 
to go up 29 – 23.  Tripp hit both free throws on a one-and-one with 4:58 to go to bring Fort 
within four.  Jasigh’s layup made it 29 – 27 but again TAHS hit a three pointer to go up 32 – 27.  
At this point, Gus rolled his ankle again and was forced to spend the rest of the game on the 
bench.  Isaac hit a three pointer with 3:24 to go though he later fouled out on a terrible call by the 
officials, who struggled all night to run up and down the floor and call the game correctly.  
Evan’s layup with 2:03 tied the score again and increased the home crowd’s hopes of a nice 
come-from-behind victory.  Unfortunately, another drought hit the Indians as they failed to score 
the rest of the game, plagued by multiple turnovers, and lost 38 – 32.   
 
The Indians shooting percentage was poor for the entire night including the foul line where they 
made only 3 of 10 shots.  No FDHS player scored in double figures.  For Fort to start picking up 
wins, their shooting must improve as well as basic ball handling and passing. 
 
 
 
  



Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall 1 0 0-0 2 
Evan Braun 1 1 0-0 5 
Isaac Marshall 0 1 0-0 3 
Carter Berry 1 0 0-3 2 
Rhylan Martin 2 0 0-2 4 
Tripp Hanger 2 1 2-2 9 
Jasigh Ransome 3 0 1-3 7 

TOTAL 10 3 3-10 32 



FDHS JV’s Grab First Win, 36 – 35, over Alleghany 
Evan Braun’s driving layup with 3 seconds gave Fort Defiance’s Junior Varsity an exciting 36 – 
35 come-from-behind win over Alleghany on December 7 in the FDHS gym.  After two opening 
season losses, it was Fort’s first win. 

The first quarter featured six points from Carter Berry.  Isaac Marshall hit two of two free 
throws, Evan made two of three free throws and a layup, and Hunter Hamer hit two from the 
charity stripe to give Fort a 14 – 10 lead at the end of the quarter.   

Despite numerous turnovers and being outrebounded, the Indians held a 22 – 19 lead at the end 
of the second quarter.  Alleghany had come back to take a 15 – 14 lead but Tripp Hanger’s deuce 
returned the lead to the Indians.  Isaac’s three pointer extended the lead but Alleghany roared 
back to tie the score at 19.  Isaac’s second three at the buzzer gave the Indians the first half lead. 

Fort’s rebounding troubles were partially due to the fact that Gus Gutshall missed the game as he 
nursed a sprained ankle.  Fort got double digit scoring from both Evan and Isaac who had eleven 
each.  Carter added eight. 

Fort was able to score only five points in the third quarter.  Isaaac made his third three of the 
night and Evan’s jumper in close were all the points the Indians could muster as the 
Mountaineers came back to knot the score at 27 at the end of the quarter. 

The fourth quarter saw Alleghany jump out to a big lead.  Evans hit one free throw and made a 
jumper after an offensive rebound in the beginning of the quarter but Alleghany jumped out to a 
35 – 30 lead with 2:41 to go.  Jasigh Ransome then hit both ends of a one-and-one to get Fort 
within three.  In the final minute, Carter rebounded a miss and put it back in to pull the Indians 
within one, 35 – 34.  With 15.7 seconds to go, Alleghany had a chance to salt the victory away 
but they missed on a one-and-one free throw.  Fort called timeout with 9.5 seconds left.  
Alleghany then called timeout to set their defense but it didn’t work as Evan wound through the 
lane for his jumper with three seconds to give FDHS the lead at 36 – 35.  Alleghany had one 
final chance but Jasigh intercepted the inbounds pass to seal the win for Fort Defiance. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Evan Braun 4 0 3-5 11 
Isaac Marshall 0 3 2-3 11 
Carter Berry 4 0 0-0 8 
Rhylan Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
Tripp Hanger 1 0 0-0 2 
Jasigh Ransome 0 0 2-3 2 
Hunter Hamer 0 0 2-2 2 

TOTAL 9 3 9-13 36 



FDHS JV’s Win Rematch with Rockbridge 
 
Fort Defiance High School’s Boys Junior Varsity Basketball team got revenge for its season-
opening nineteen point defeat to the Rockbridge Wildcats with a 43 - 34 win at Rockbridge on 
December 9.   
 
It took over three minutes for either team to score in the opening quarter.  After a rash of 
turnovers and missed shots by both squads, Tripp Hanger blasted a three pointer from the wing 
on an out-of-bounds play to open the scoring for the Indians.  His second three point shot with 
3:12 to go made it 6 - 0 FDHS.  It took Rockbridge almost six minutes to get its first bucket.  
With 1:06 to go, Carter Berry scored in close.  A RHS three pointer cut the lead to 8 - 5.  As time 
expired in the quarter, RHS was fouled on a layup attempt but managed only one of two free 
throws, leaving the score FDHS 8, RHS 6, after one quarter. 
 
Rhylan Martin got Fort’s scoring going to start the second quarter with a 12’ jump shot, making 
it 10 - 6.  Rockbridge scored on a drive after a FDHS miss.  Both teams struggled to get the ball 
in the hoop for the next few minutes until Tripp drained his third three pointer of the night to 
make it 13 - 8 in favor of the Indians.  RHS made one free throw to get within four at 13 - 9.  
After a FD turnover, a RHS drive made it 13 - 11 with 2:45 to go.  Another Fort turnover and a 
basket by RHS knotted the score at 13’s with 2:14 to go.  FDHS then turned the ball over on four 
consecutive trips down the court.  A RHS bucket gave them their first lead of the game, 15 - 13 
before Evan Braun evened the score with a close-in jumper.  That’s the way it ended at the half. 
 
The second half went better for the JV’s.  Carter took the ball on Fort’s first possession and fed 
Evan underneath with a nice pass to make it 17 - 15 but RHS answered right back.  Jasigh 
Ransome scored on a runner down the lane but again the Wildcats evened it at 19 each with 5:43 
to go.  Isaac Marshall, who had been held scoreless in the first half, got a three to drop from the 
corner but RHS got a field goal to make it 22 - 21 with 4:49 to go.  A minute later, Tripp banked 
in his fourth trey.  On the next possession, he was fouled on a drive.  He made both free throws 
to give Fort a six point cushion.  Rockbridge answered with a three of their own before Carter 
again made a nice pass to Evan who laid it in for a 29 - 24 advantage.  Tripp took a nice pass 
from Carter and scored to make it 31 - 24 before RHS hit a three pointer.  On the next 
possession, Carter scored on a layup and was fouled.  His three point play made it 34 - 27 with 
1:19 to go.  Carter again scored on a drive to make it 36 - 27.  Curiously, the RHS scoreboard 
had the score as 37 - 27 though the video of the game shows the score should have been 36 - 27 
at this point.  
 
To start the fourth quarter, Fort was unable to connect on several attempts from the field.  
Meanwhile, Rockbridge hit two free throws to make it 36 - 29.  A layup after a missed shot made 
it 36 - 31.  After going over four minutes without scoring in the quarter, Jasigh hit both ends of 
the one-and-one to make it 38 - 31 with 2:05 to go.  Again he was fouled and made his free 
throws to up the lead to 40 - 31.  Despite several ball handling mistakes in the last 90 seconds, 
the JV’s were able to hold on for the win.  Carter added to Fort’s scoring with a free throw with a 
minute to go.  RHS was able to get a three pointer in the last minute and Evan found the range in 
close so the final score was 43 - 34 .  The scoreboard was never corrected and showed FDHS as 
winning by ten. 



Tripp led the Indians with 16 points.  They played without the services of Gus Gutshall whose 
sprained ankle kept him out for the second game in a row.  Gus hopes to return to the court for 
the next game which will be Tuesday at Broadway High School. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Evan Braun 4 0 0-0 8 
Isaac Marshall 0 1 0-0 3 
Carter Berry 3 0 2-3 8 
Rhylan Martin 1 0 0-0 2 
Tripp Hanger 1 4 2-5 16 
Jasigh Ransome 1 0 4-4 6 
TOTAL 10 5 8-12 43 



Indians JV Team Tops Broadway 30 - 23 
 
The Fort Defiance Indians Junior Varsity squad topped the Broadway Gobblers 30 – 23 at 
Broadway on December 13.  The FDHS squad outscored the Gobblers on a 10 – 2 run in the 
third quarter, coming back from a 10 – 9 deficit, to take the lead which they didn’t relinquish. 
 
Isaac Marshall opened the scoring for the Indians with a three pointer.  After a BHS score, Carter 
Berry scored on a drive to make it 5 – 2.  The Gobblers came back to 5 – 4 before multiple 
turnovers by the Fort guards and missed three point shots allowed the Gobblers to move ahead 6 
– 5.  Gus Gutshall then hit a nice spinning shot to give the Indians the lead, 7 – 6, after one 
quarter. 
 
Scoring was hard to find in the second quarter.  With 3:01 to go, Isaac hit a jumper to give FDHS 
a 9 – 6 lead in the before Broadway came back to take a 10 – 9 lead.  Aided by several more 
turnovers, Broadway took this lead at halftime.   
 
In the third quarter, Evan Braun hit a layup to pull the Indians ahead 11 – 10.  Tripp Hanger 
added a layup as did Carter to make it 15 – 10.  Carter then grabbed an offensive rebound and 
put it back in.  BHS got a free throw and Rhylan Martin banged in a jumper to give the Indians a 
19 – 11 lead.  After BHS scored the next three points, Tripp’s deuce gave Fort a comfortable 21 
– 14 lead after three quarters. 
 
Isaac hit another three pointer to push the lead to ten, 24 – 14.  BHS scored to make it 24 – 16 
with 3:27 to go but Gus grabbed an offensive rebound and scored to return the lead to ten.  Carter 
and Tripp both hit both ends of one-and-one free throws down the stretch to give the Indians the 
30 – 23 victory. 
 
The Indians have now won three in a row and improved their record to 3 – 2.  They play at 
Turner Ashby Thursday night. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Tripp Hanger  2 0 2-2 6 
Evan Braun 1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 1 2 0-0 8 
Carter Berry 3 0 2-2 8 
Jasigh Ransome 0 0 0-0 0 
Gus Gutshall 2 0 0-0 4 
Rhylan Martin 1 0 0-0 2 
 
TOTAL 10 2 4-4 30 
 
 
 



Indians JV Team Crushes Buffalo Gap 40 - 27 
 
The Fort Defiance Indians Junior Varsity squad led the entire way in dominating Buffalo Gap 40 
– 27 at BGHS on December 20.  Fort rushed out to a 15 – 7 lead at the end of the first quarter 
and didn’t look back in rolling up their fourth victory in a row. 
 
Carter Berry led the Indians with 11 points.  Gus Gutshall flipped in eight while both Isaac 
Marshall and Evan Braun added six apiece.  All of the Indians saw action as Fort was able to 
substitute after building up the early lead. 
 
Carter opened the scoring with a deuce inside the lane.  Gap tied the score then Isaac hit the first 
of his two three pointers to push the lead to 5 – 2.  Evan picked up an offensive rebound and put 
it back in to extend the lead to 7 – 2 with 3:56 to go.  After a Gap free throw, Gus snared an 
offensive rebound and scored to make it 9 – 3.  Carter took a nice pass from Rhylan Martin to 
make it 11 – 3 then Rhylan got an assist from Jasigh Ransome after a steal to quickly give the 
Indians a ten point lead.  Gap scored to make it 13 – 5 then Gus once again turned an offensive 
rebound into two points.  Gap closed out the quarter with a bucket to leave it at 15 – 7 after one 
period. 
 
Rhylan scored with 5:58 to go in the second to give the Indians a 17 – 7 lead and Tripp Hanger 
followed with a layup.  At this point, Fort emptied its bench which allowed Gap to claw back a 
little closer.  Jasigh’s free throw was the only point the Indians scored the rest of the quarter 
which ended up being 20 – 15 in favor of FDHS. 
 
Carter’s layup from Jasigh opened the second half scoring.  Gap closed within 5 at 22 – 17 but 
Evan rebounded his own missed shot, was fouled, and made both free throws to make it 24 – 17.  
Carter scored the next two FDHS baskets, the second of which came after an offensive rebound, 
leaving the score at 28 – 17 with 1:33 to go in the quarter.  Gus got another offensive rebound, 
was fouled, and hit one of two free throws to make it 29 – 17.  Gap closed the margin at the end 
of the quarter to 29 – 21, aided by two free throws on a technical foul called on the FDHS coach, 
Will Henderson. 
 
In the fourth, Gus found Isaac open in the corner and he hit his second three pointer of the night.  
After a few FDHS turnovers and a BGHS free throw, Gus took a nice pass from Evan and scored 
to make it 34 – 22.  Evan then got an assist from Rhylan for a jumper to make it 36 – 22.  Carter 
picked up another offensive rebound, was fouled on his shot, and made one of two to give the 
Indians a commanding 37 – 22 lead.  Jasigh got his first basket of the night to make it 39 – 22.  
After Gap scored to make it 39 – 25, Gus was fouled after grabbing another offensive rebound 
and made one of two free throws.  At that point, Fort again substituted liberally.  Gap managed 
one basket down the stretch which left the final at FDHS 40, BGHS 27. 
 
Fort dominated the boards in this game on both ends.  Gus, Carter, and Evan were able to pick up 
numerous offensive rebounds and limited Gap to one shot on most of its possessions. 
 
The next game is scheduled for Thursday, December 22, at Alleghany High School. 
 



Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Tripp Hanger  1 0 0-0 2 
Evan Braun 2 0 2-2 6 
Isaac Marshall 0 2 0-0 6 
Carter Berry 5 0 1-2 11 
Jasigh Ransome 1 0 1-2 3 
Gus Gutshall 3 0 2-4 8 
Rhylan Martin 2 0 0-2 4 

TOTAL 14 2 6-12 40 



Indians JV Team loses to Monticello 39 – 26 
 
Plagued with way too many turnovers and missed shots, the Fort Defiance Indians Junior Varsity 
squad fell to Monticello 39 – 26 at MHS on December 29.  The Indians managed only three field 
goals in the first half and four in the second.  They turned the ball over at least seventeen times.   
 
Carter Berry led the Indians with 12 points.  Jasigh Ransome added seven.  Isaac Marshall added 
three and Gus Gutshall two though neither played in the last quarter and a half.  Tripp Hanger 
scored two points but no other Indian scored.  The Indians were without the services of Rhyland 
Martin and Evan Braun who were apparently out of town. 
 
In the first quarter, Monticello scored first but Isaac answered with a three pointer to give FDHS 
its only lead of the game at 3 – 2.  Several turnovers later, Fort found itself down 9 – 3.  Jasigh 
hit one of two free throws to pull within 9 – 4 but Monticello scored twice more to make the first 
quarter score 13 – 4.  During the quarter, Fort managed to attempt only four shots from the field 
thanks to Monticello’s swarming defense and Fort’s turnovers. 
 
After a Mustang free throw, Jasigh again hit one of two free throws to make the score 14 – 5.  
Gus then took a pass from Isaac and used his left hand for a bucket in close to get the Indians 
within seven but again Monticello responded with a basket to make the score 16 – 7 with a 
minute to go in the half.  Jasigh then got a layup after a steal, making the score 16 – 9 which is 
how the half ended. 
 
Monticello made the game a runaway in the third quarter, scoring the first ten points.  Carter 
finally broke the drought for Fort with two after an offensive rebound, leaving the score at 26 – 
11.  After another Mustang basket, Jasigh scored on a layup, was fouled, and made his free throw 
to make the count 28 – 14.  Carter hit one of two free throws with 1:29 to go but Monticello once 
again capitalized on multiple FDHS turnovers to go up 33 – 15 at the end of the third quarter. 
 
In the fourth quarter, Carter did a good job of getting to the free throw line where he made seven 
of nine shots plus a field goal.  In fact, the Indians outscored the Mustangs 11 – 6 in the quarter 
but it was too little, too late as Monticello claimed a 39 – 26 win, breaking the Indians’ four 
game win streak. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Tripp Hanger  1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 0 1 0-0 3 
Carter Berry 2 0 8-12 12 
Jasigh Ransome 2 0 3-6 7 
Gus Gutshall 1 0 0-0 2 
 
TOTAL 6 1 11-18 26 
 
 



Alleghany tops Indians JV team 45 – 28 in bizarre game 
 
The Alleghany Mountaineers earned a split with the Fort Defiance High School Junior Varsity 
team with a 45 – 28 win in the dark Alleghany High School gym on December 30.  FDHS had 
won the first time the two teams met, 36 – 35, on December 7.  This game featured seven three 
pointers by the Mountainers and some of the worst officiating ever witnessed by FDHS fans. 
 
The hometown officials allowed Alleghany to hand-check Fort’s ball handlers the entire game 
which led to a host of turnovers.  Instead of calling fouls on the aggressive Mountaineer 
defenders, the referees made at least a half dozen highly questionable calls against the Indians, 
particularly against Gus Gutshall who fouled out in the fourth quarter then picked up a technical 
foul when he politely questioned the call.  Fort’s coach Will Henderson was so upset at this 
particular call that he was flagged for multiple technical fouls himself as he complained.   Many 
of Fort’s fans were loudly irate at the poor officiating which caused the referees to tell at least 
one of the FDHS fans to shut up.  The scene was quite bizarre. 
 
Meanwhile, the Fort players once again suffered from an infection of turnovers and missed field 
goals as they dropped their second game in a row, leaving their season record at 4 – 4.   
 
Fort started the game on fire.  Jasigh Ransome drove in for two.  After Alleghany tied the score, 
Carter Berry hit a three pointer then made a nice hook shot in the lane to give the Indians a 7 – 2 
lead.  Unfortunately, this was the highlight of the night for the Indians.  They went the next four 
minutes without scoring.  Meanwhile, Alleghany hit a jump shot and a three pointer plus two free 
throws to take a 9 – 7 lead with 22.4 seconds left.  Carter picked up his seventh point of the 
quarter with a layup off an in-bounds play with 1.9 seconds to knot the score at 9’s at the end of 
the quarter. 
 
Two three pointers to open the second quarter gave the Mountaineers at 15 – 9 advantage before 
Carter hit two free throws to narrow the lead to four.  Jasigh’s runner in the lane made it 15 – 13 
but Alleghany answered with a deuce and a triple to go up 20 – 13.  Multiple turnovers then 
doomed the Indians as Alleghany roared to a 28 – 13 lead.  The Mountaineers also benefited 
from missed free throws by the Indians during this stretch.   Carter finally got FDHS back on the 
board with a two pointer to make it 28 – 15 but Alleghany hit their 4th three pointer of the quarter 
to take a 31 – 15 lead.  Gus then hit two free throws and Tripp Hanger followed with a layup to 
make the halftime score 31 – 19. 
 
Fort played good defense in the third quarter.  The only points scored the entire quarter by 
Alleghany was one more three pointer.  Meanwhile, Fort got a free throw by Carter and two 
buckets by Elijah Pultz to pull within eight at the end of the quarter, 34 – 26.  During the quarter, 
Gus picked up his 4th personal foul on another horrendous call. 
 
It was the fourth quarter that brought the fireworks.  First, Alleghany hit their seventh three 
pointer to push the lead to 37 – 26.  Carter hit one of two free throws to make it 37 – 27 with 
4:37 to go.  On Fort’s next possession, Gus was clobbered in the lane but the referees called the 
foul on him for elbowing.  His expression of disbelief, though polite, at the call earned him a 
technical foul.  Coach Henderson and the rest of the FDHS fans were infuriated at the call but the 



referee’s only answer to the Coach’s questioning was to give him technical foul after technical 
foul.  By the time play resumed, Alleghany had made six free throws from the technicals and the 
score was 43 – 27.  Jasigh managed one of two free throws in the waning minutes and Alleghany 
got one more field goal to make the final 45 – 28. 

Carter led the Indians with 13 points.  Jasigh had 7 and Elijah 4.  Gus and Tripp each had 2.  The 
Indians play again on January 5 at Turner Ashby.  To get back on the winning track, FDHS will 
need to improve its ball handling and put the ball in the hoop more often.  Three times this year 
the Indians have scored fewer than 30 points in a game and, no surprise, they have lost all three 
of these games. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Tripp Hanger  1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 0 0 0-1 0 
Carter Berry 3 1 4-7 13 
Jasigh Ransome 3 0 1-3 7 
Gus Gutshall 0 0 2-2 2 
Elijah Pultz 2 0 0-0 4 

TOTAL 9 1 7-13 28 



Fort JV Team Dominates Riverheads, 42 - 24 
The Fort Defiance JV basketball team beat Riverheads 42 – 24 in the FDHS gym on January 6. 
The Indians won every quarter to improve their season record to 5 – 4. 

Riverheads opened with a bucket but Tripp Hanger knocked in a three pointer from the top of the 
key to give Fort a 3 – 2 lead.  Riverheads went up 4 – 3 then Evan Braun scored from within the 
lane to give Fort a 7 – 4 lead, a lead they would not relinquish the rest of the evening.  
Riverheads closed to 7 – 6 then Gus Gutshall took a pass near the basket and made a nice 
spinning shot to make the score 9 – 6 which is how the quarter ended. 

Riverheads hit two free throws to pull within one to open the second quarter before Gus hit one 
of two free throws.  Isaac Marshall’s deuce made it 12 – 9 then Isaac stole the ball and scored to 
make it 14 – 9.  Jasigh Ransome’s two pointer made it 16 – 9 in favor of the home team.  
Riverheads closed to 16 – 11 at the half. 

After a Riverheads score to start the third quarter, Evan’s two pointer followed by Isaac’s three 
pointer ran the FDHS lead to 21 – 13.  Evan’s score in close gave the Indians a ten point lead.  
Riverheads came back to 23 – 15 but Carter Berry turned an offensive rebound into two points to 
return the lead to ten.  Rhyland Martin then took a pass from Gus and buried a three pointer to 
give Fort a comfortable 28 – 15 lead though Riverheads hit a three at the end of the quarter to get 
back within ten at 28 – 18. 

Fort poured it on in the fourth quarter.  Gus took a pass from Carter in the lane and scored then 
he got an offensive rebound and scored again to make the score 32 – 18.  Hunter Hamer hit a 
three pointer to put FDHS up 35 – 18.  After a Gladiator free throw, Gus again turned an 
offensive rebound into two points to make the score 37 – 19.  Riverheads got two to make it 37 – 
21 then Tripp got a layup.  Evan hit a free throw and Isaac a deuce after two RHS free throws to 
make it 42 – 23.  At this point, with 2:02 to go, Fort emptied its bench.  The final score was 42 – 
24. 

Isaac led the scoring with 12 points followed by Gus with 9.  Tripp and Evan each scored five. 

The JV team will play Wilson Memorial on January 10 in the FDHS gym. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  4 0 1-2 9 
Isaac Marshall 3 1 2-2 11 
Tripp Hanger 1 1 0-0 5 
Jasigh Ransome 1 0 0-0 2 
Evan Braun 2 0 1-3 5 
Carter Berry 2 0 0-0 4 
Hunter Hamer 0 1 0-0 3 
Rhyland Martin 0 1 0-0 3 



TOTAL 13 4 4-9 42 



Fort JV Team Bests Wilson Memorial 41 - 32 
 
The Fort Defiance JV basketball team beat Wilson Memorial 41 – 32 in the FDHS gym on 
January 10.  Fort never trailed in the matchup and was able to get playing time from everyone 
wearing a jersey.  With the win, the JV record improved to 6 – 4 for the season.   
 
Isaac Marshall opened the scoring with a three pointer.  Aided by multiple FDHS turnovers, 
Wilson was able to tie the score at 3’s.  Isaac then took a pass from Gus Gutshall and drained 
another triple to make the score 6 – 3.  Wilson closed to 6 – 5 then Isaac hit a deuce to make the 
score 8 - 5 with 1:03 to go in the quarter. Again turnovers plagued the JV Indians and allowed 
the Hornets to tie the score near the end of the quarter.  But on an out of bounds play with just 
6.5 seconds left, Rhyland Martin took a full court pass like a football wide receiver, scored the 
layup, and was fouled.  His free throw gave the Indians an 11 – 8 lead after one quarter.   
 
The Hornets scored in close to get within one at 11 – 10 but then Gus took a pass in the lane and 
spun to his right, flipping it in to give the Indians a three point advantage.  Evan Braun’s two free 
throws made it 15 – 10.  Tripp Hanger got into the action with a three pointer from the top of the 
key to give Fort a 18 – 10 advantage.  Wilson scored to make it 18 – 12 and added a free throw.  
Then Elijah Pultz took a nice pass from Carter Berry to score in close, making the score 20 – 13.  
Jasigh Ransome’s layup with 52 seconds to go gave the Indians a comfortable 22 – 13 lead but 
the Hornets were able to get a miracle half court shot banked in as time expired to make the 
halftime score 22 – 16. 
 
Carter got an offensive rebound and scored to open the third period’s scoring.  Wilson responded 
with two field goals to get within four at 24 – 20.  Evan then hit two more free throws to make it 
26 – 20.  After Wilson scored again, on a subsequent FDHS possession, he took a nice pass from 
Carter to push the lead to 28 – 22.  Wilson’s three pointer closed the gap to 28 – 25 but Isaac hit 
his third three of the game to make it 31 – 25.  Evan scored on a nice drive to make the score 33 
– 25 then Hunter Hamer added a bucket to give Fort a 35 – 25 lead at the end of the third. 
 
Turnovers kept FDHS from expanding their lead in the final period.  Evan had a jumper and 
Tripp a layup followed by two free throws to give FDHS a comfortable 41 – 25 lead but the 
Indians turned the ball over on the next six possessions they had to allow Wilson to get closer.  
The final score was 41 – 32, FDHS. 
 
Fort was led by Isaac with 11 points.  Evan scored 10 and Tripp added seven.  Nine Indians 
scored.  The JV team plays again on Thursday, January 12, at home against the Broadway 
Gobblers. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 1 3 0-0 11 
Tripp Hanger 1 1 2-3 7 
Jasigh Ransome 1 0 0-0 2 



Evan Braun 3 0 4-4 10 
Carter Berry 1 0 0-0 2 
Hunter Hamer 1 0 0-0 2 
Elijah Pultz 1 0 0-0 2 
Rhyland Martin 1 0 1-1 3 

TOTAL 11 4 7-8 41 



Fort JV Team Again Tops Broadway 
 
The Fort Defiance JV basketball team dominated Broadway, 48 – 28, at FDHS on January 12.  It 
was the second time this season that the Indians had toppled the Gobblers.  Isaac Marshall led 
FDHS with 14 points and Jasigh Ransome added 11 as Fort jumped out to a 12- 10 lead after one 
quarter then poured it on.  The win improved Fort’s record to 7 – 4 for the season.   
 
After BHS went out to a 2 – 0 lead, Isaac bombed in a three pointer then followed that with one 
of two from the free throw line to make it 4 – 2.  He then snared an offensive rebound and scored 
making the score 6 – 2.  BHS then spurted, scoring the next eight points, to go up 10 – 6 before 
Jasigh’s layup brought the home team within two.  Isaac’s deuce tied it then Evan Braun got a 
tip-in to give Fort a 12 – 10 lead after one.   
 
Despite the win, throughout the game the Indians were plagued with turnover after turnover.  
They had ten turnovers in the first half. 
 
To start the second quarter, Hunter Hamer had an interception which he took in for a score to 
push the lead to 14 – 10.  After a BHS three, Jasigh hit a trey to make it 17 – 13.  Carter Berry 
then hit one of two free throws and Jasigh also hit one of two foul shots to make it 19 – 13 which 
is how the half ended. 
 
Carter’s steal and subsequent layup gave FDHS an eight point lead at 21 – 13.  BHS made a 
three pointer, then Isaac and Tripp each then made three pointers to give the Indians a 27 – 16 
advantage with 4:37 to go in the period.  Carter hit two free throws and Tripp hit one of two to 
make it 30 – 16.  Jasigh’s trey made it 33 – 16.  After a BHS score, Rhyden Martin made a layup 
to close out the scoring in the third period, 35 – 18 in favor of FDHS. 
 
Gus Gutshall had a nice move in the paint which resulted in two points, giving Fort a 
comfortable 37 – 18 lead in the fourth.  BHS closed to 37 – 23 before Isaac answered with two 
free throws. After BHS scored five more in a row to get within eleven at 39 – 28, Evan then took 
a nice pass from Gus and scored in close.  Carter’s two on an assist from Isaac made it 43 – 28.  
Evan’s deuce, Isaac’s free throw, and Jasigh’s layup after a steal closed the scoring for the night.  
The final was 48 – 28. 
 
The JV team plays again on Friday, January 13, at Waynesboro. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  1 0 0-2 2 
Isaac Marshall 2 2 4-6 14 
Tripp Hanger 0 1 1-2 4 
Jasigh Ransome 2 2 1-2 11 
Evan Braun 3 0 0-0 6 
Carter Berry 2 0 3-4 7 
Hunter Hamer 1 0 0-0 2 



Rhyland Martin 1 0 0-0 2 

TOTAL 12 5 9-16 48 



Fort JV Team Crushes Waynesboro, 62 – 21 
 
The Fort Defiance JV basketball team won its fourth game in a row with a 62 – 21 shellacking of 
Waynesboro on January 13.  It was the best offensive performance of the season for the Indians.  
Eight players scored and seven of them had at least one three pointer.  In the first quarter alone, 
five different players hit three pointers:  Isaac Marshall, Tripp Hanger, Carter Berry, Rhyland 
Martin, and Jasigh Ransome.   The win improves Fort’s record to 8 – 4, 4 – 0 in the District. 
 
Jasigh started the party with a three pointer.  After Waynesboro tied the game at 3’s, Isaac 
popped in a trey.  Both teams cooled off for several minutes until Tripp hit his triple with 3:15 to 
go.  Rhyland got his three pointer on the next possession, then Carter hit his to make the score 17 
– 5.  Carter then got three consecutive field goals, the first on a layup, the second on a nice hook 
shot, and the last on a drive to make the blowout score 23 – 7 after the first period. 
 
Gus Gutshall scored in close to open the second quarter.  A couple of turnovers allowed 
Waynesboro to close to 25 – 11 then Carter hit two free thows with 4:23 to go.  The score 
remained 27 – 13 until 1:24 to go when Isaac hit a two pointer.  Tripp scored on a layup after 
taking a nice pass from Jasigh to make it 31 – 13.  Gus again scored in close and Tripp added a 
drive to make it 35 – 13 at the half. 
 
The slaughter continued in the third quarter.  Evan drove the baseline for two, then Jasigh scored 
from the side.  Evan scored, was fouled on the play, and made his free throw to make it 42 – 13 
with 5:13 to go.  Waynesboro hit a triple but Jasigh answered with a steal and layup to make it 
44 – 16.  Waynesboro narrowed the lead to 44 – 19 before Isaac hit another three pointer.  Tripp 
then scored on consecutive break-aways to make the score 51 – 19.  Waynesboro scored again 
then Carter used his left hand to score.  At the end of the quarter, Parker Blosser bombed in a 
three pointer and Ryland hit one of two free throws to give the Indians a very comfortable 57 – 
21 lead at the end of the period.  
 
With the game being so one-sided, the officials let the clock run the entire time in the fourth 
quarter.  Fort got baskets from Gus and Evan while the Little Giants failed to score.  The final 
score was FDHS 62, WHS 21. 
 
Leading Fort in scoring was Carter with 13 and Tripp with 11.  Jasigh had nine, Isaac and Evan 
eight, Gus six, Rhyland four, and Parker three. 
 
Next up for the Indians is a battle with unbeaten Staunton on Tuesday night.  The Storm is 11 – 
0, 4 – 0 in the District and shares the top spot in the standings with Fort Defiance. 
 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  3 0 0-0 6 
Isaac Marshall 1 2 0-0 8 
Tripp Hanger 4 1 0-1 11 



Jasigh Ransome 3 1 0-0 9 
Evan Braun 2 1 1-1 8 
Carter Berry 4 1 2-3 13 
Hunter Hamer 0 0 0-0 0 
Rhyland Martin 0 1 1-2 4 
Parker Blosser 0 1 0-0 3 

TOTAL 17 8 4-7 62 



Fort JV Team Falls to Staunton 60 - 37 
 
A basketball team can’t expect good outcomes when they have 27 turnovers and shoot 5 – 15 
from the free throw line.  This is what happened to the Fort Defiance JV basketball team at 
Staunton on January 17.  The undefeated Staunton Storm, 12 – 0, dominated Fort Defiance in all 
aspects of the game.  The loss drops Fort’s record to 8 – 5, 4 – 1 in the District. 
 
Staunton had eight 10th graders on their Junior Varsity team.  Fort was playing without Tripp 
Hanger who had a hurt leg.   
 
Staunton, aided by three turnovers by FDHS, raced out to a 6 – 0 lead to start the game.  Jasigh 
Ransome got Fort on the board with a drive.  He was fouled on the shot and made his free throw 
to make the score  6 – 3.  Staunton increased their lead to 10 – 3 thanks to four more turnovers 
by the Indians.  For the quarter, FDHS had ten turnovers.  Isaac Marshall hit a free throw to 
make the score 10 – 4 but Staunton added another deuce to go up 12 – 4.  Gus Gutshall then 
scored with a nice shot using his left hand to make it 12 – 6 at the end of the period.   
 
After Staunton hit a three pointer and field goal to increase their lead to 17 – 6, Carter Berry hit 
two free throws.  Staunton went up 19 – 8 before Isaac made two three pointers sandwiched 
around a Storm score.  At the buzzer, Isaac hit his third three pointer of the quarter to get Fort 
within six at 23 – 17 at the half.  During the half, Fort had missed the front end of all three one-
and-one free throws plus three other foul shots.  Making those would have put the Indians in the 
lead but it did not happen. 
 
The third quarter saw twelve more turnovers for FDHS.  Meanwhile, Staunton moved out to a 27 
– 17 lead before Jasigh scored for FDHS.  Soon the score was 34 – 19.  Gus then made a nice 
pass to Jasigh who broke Fort’s dry spell with a jumper.  Staunton increased the lead to 37 – 21 
but Jasigh hit a three point buzzer beater to make the score after three quarters 37 – 24.   
 
Rhyland Martin opened the fourth quarter with a bucket.  After Staunton scored again, Rhyland 
again found the range to make the score 39 – 28.  Staunton went up 43 – 28 then Jasigh hit 
another three pointer making it 43 – 31.  The Storm hit a three pointer then Isaac hit his second 
three of the night to make it 46 – 34.  From here, all Fort could manage was a free throw from 
Ayden Thorton and Jasigh on another assist from Gus.  The final score was Staunton 60, Fort 
Defiance 37.   
 
Jasigh led the Indians with 15 and Isaac scored 13.   
 
Next up for the Indians is a battle with Stuarts Draft on Friday night.   
 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 0 4 1-2 13 



Ayden Thorton 0 0 1-2 1 
Jasigh Ransome 4 2 1-3 15 
Evan Braun 0 0 0-6 0 
Carter Berry 0 0 2-2 2 
Hunter Hamer 0 0 0-0 0 
Rhyland Martin 2 0 0-0 4 
Parker Blosser 0 0 0-0 0 

TOTAL 7 6 5-15 37 



Fort JV Team Tops Stuarts Draft 47 - 38 
 
The Fort Defiance JV team outscored Stuarts Draft in each of the four quarters on January 20 to 
take a 47 – 38 win over the Cougars.  The win improves Fort’s record to 9 – 5, 5 – 1 in the 
District. 
 
Fort was without the services of Evan Braun and Hunter Hamer who were ill.  Fort got good 
scoring from Isaac Marshall, 17, Jasigh Ransome, 12, Carter Berry, 8, and Gus Gutshall, 7.  
These four scored 44 of the team’s 47 points.   
 
Gus opened the scoring with a nice spin move in the paint.  Isaac followed with a three pointer 
then he hit a field goal to quickly give Fort a 7 – 0 lead.  Jasigh hit one of two free throws before 
Draft got on the board.  They closed to 8 – 5 before Gus hit one of two free throws to give the 
home team a 9 – 5 lead.  Near the end of the quarter, Isaac missed his attempt for a three pointer 
but Jasigh was in the right place to tip the rebound back in at the buzzer which gave FDHS an 11 
– 5 lead at the end of the first period. 
 
A three pointer got Draft back within three at 11 – 8 but Jasigh stepped in front of a SDHS pass 
and took it the distance to push Fort’s lead back to 13 – 8.  Isaac then took a nice pass from Gus 
to make it 15 – 8 with 4:39 to go.  Draft scored but then Jasigh hit both ends of a one-and-one to 
make the score 17 – 10.  Draft scored to make it 17 – 12 then Isaac hit one of two free throws to 
make it 18 – 12 with 2:17 left.  Isaac’s three pointer gave FDHS a comfortable 21 – 12 lead but 
an awful pass gave Draft an easy layup to close out the scoring at the end of the half with Fort 
leading, 21 – 14. 
 
In the third, Draft closed to 21 – 16 then Carter fed Gus with a nice pass and he scored to make it 
23 – 16.  SDHS hit a free throw then Carter hit two from the charity stripe to make it 25 – 17.  
Draft scored to pull them within six at 25 – 19 but Parker Blosser made a nice left handed layup 
to return Fort’s lead to eight at 27 – 19.  Carter then had back to back field goals sandwiched 
around a Draft score to make it 31 – 21.  The Cougars then banged in a three pointer before Isaac 
hit two free throws with 30 seonds left to make it 33 – 24.  A late field goal by the visitors left 
the score at 33 – 26 after three quarters. 
 
Stuarts Draft mounted a comeback in the last period.  After a SDHS foul shot, Gus hit one of two 
from the line to make it 34 – 27.  Draft scored the next five points to narrow the lead to two at 34 
– 32.  Jasigh hit one of two from the line then Carter drove for two more to return Fort’s lead to 
five at 37 – 32.  Gus snared an offensive rebound and was fouled while making his put-back.  He 
hit one of two free throws then Isaac hit a jumper to make it 40 – 32 with 3:57 to go.  After a 
SDHS goal, Jasigh hit one of two from the line to give the home team a 41 – 34 advantage.  As 
they have done all season long, though, the Fort JV’s then committed several turnovers.  Draft 
was able to capitalize on just one of them, though, which left the score at 41 – 36.  From here, 
Draft was forced to put the Indians on the foul line.  In the final minute, Jasigh hit three of four 
foul shots, Rhyland Martin one of two, and Isaac made two of two. The final score was 47 – 38. 
 
Next up for the Indians is a pair of games on successive nights.  On Tuesday they play Buffalo 
Gap and on Wednesday the opponent is Monticello.  



Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  2 0 3-6 7 
Isaac Marshall 3 2 5-6 17 
Ayden Thorton 0 0 0-0 0 
Jasigh Ransome 2 0 8-12 12 
Carter Berry 3 0 2-3 8 
Rhyland Martin 0 0 1-2 1 
Parker Blosser 1 0 0-0 2 
Tripp Hanger 0 0 0-0 0 

TOTAL 11 2 19-29 47 



Indians JV Team Completes Sweep of Buffalo Gap 45 - 24 
The Fort Defiance Indians Junior Varsity again dominated the Buffalo Gap Bison on January 24 
with a 45 – 24 win on the Indians’ home court.  Fort went out to a 13 – 10 lead in the first quarter 
and never looked back.  The win gives FDHS a 10 – 5 overall record for the season, 6 – 1 in the 
Shenandoah District. 

Buffalo Gap turned a Fort turnover into a score to open the game before Jasigh Ransome tied it 
after he stole the ball and drove the length of the court.  On the next possession, he hit a floater in 
the lane to make it 4 – 2.  Gap answered with a three pointer to go up 5 – 4 then hit a field goal to 
give them their largest lead of the night at 7 – 4.  Tripp Hanger evened things with a three pointer 
then he again banged in a trey from the top of the key to make it 10 – 7 with 1:14 to go.  Rhyland 
Martin then took a pass from Gus Gutshall and buried his three point attempt to make it 13 – 7.  
BGHS hit a three pointer near the end of the quarter to make it 13 – 10 after one period. 

Carter Berry opened the scoring for Fort in the second quarter, making it 15 – 10.  Gus then had 
the defensive play of the night with a nice rejection of a Gap player’s shot.  Shortly afterwards, 
he grabbed an offensive rebound and scored to make it 17 – 10.  Gap hit a free throw then Evan 
Braun scored in close to make it 19 – 11 with 3:05 to go in the second quarter.  Turnovers and 
missed shots plagued the home team the rest of the half which ended up 19 – 13 in favor of 
FDHS. 

Isaac Marshall’s three started the third quarter for Fort.  Tripp then took a nice pass from Carter 
and scored, making it 24 – 13.  Gap hit two free throws then Jasigh bombed in a three pointer to 
make it 27 – 15.  After Gap scored, Rhyland hit his second three pointer of the night to give the 
home team a 30 – 17 lead.  Gap got a field goal to get back within eleven but a free throw by 
Rhyden and a field goal by Isaac left the score at 33 – 21 after three periods. 

Jasigh put an offensive rebound back in to make it 35 – 21 then scored off a steal.  Carter got two 
in the lane then Isaac turned an offensive rebound into a score to give FDHS a commanding 41 – 
21 lead.  Gap scored again and so did Tripp to make it 43 – 23 with 1:04 left.  Gus ended the 
scoring for Fort with another deuce off an offensive rebound.  The final score was 45 – 24. 

Jasigh led the Indians with 11.  Tripp had 10.  Isaac and Rhyland both pitched in seven points 
while Gus and Carter added four. 

The Indians were scheduled to host Monticello tomorrow night but the weather forecast is not 
good for the area. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Tripp Hanger  2 2 0-0 10 
Evan Braun 1 0 0-2 2 
Isaac Marshall 2 1 0-0 7 
Carter Berry 2 0 0-0 4 



Jasigh Ransome 4 1 0-0 11 
Gus Gutshall 2 0 0-2 4 
Rhylan Martin 0 2 1-2 7 

TOTAL 13 6 1-6 45 



Fort JV Team Rolls Over Riverheads, 51 - 37 
 
For the second time this season, the Fort Defiance JV basketball team blasted Riverheads.  The 
second matchup ended in a 51 – 37 win for the visiting Indians on January 31.  The win 
improved Fort’s record to 11 – 5 overall, 7 – 1 in the Shenandoah District. 
 
The game was similar to the varsity game which followed:  Riverheads scored first to take its 
only lead of the game, 2 – 0, then Fort took over and led the rest of the way.  At first, FDHS had 
its usual troubles with turnovers and missed shots but finally, with 3:51 to go in the quarter, 
Carter Berry scored off an offensive rebound to knot the score, 2 – 2.  Isaac Marshall banged in a 
field goal on an assist from Jasigh Ransome to make it 4 – 2.  Gus Gutshall then scored on a 
putback after an offensive rebound to make it 6 – 2.  Isaac closed the first quarter scoring with an 
offensive rebound stickback of his own to make it 8 – 2. 
 
Riverheads scored to close to 8 – 4 to open the second quarter.  Then Gus found Ayden Thorton 
open with a nice assist to make it 10 – 4.  A rash of turnovers then hit the Indians though 
Riverheads could manage only two free throws after a flagrant foul was called on Tripp Hanger.  
Jashigh’s score after another offensive rebound made it 12 – 6.  Once again Fort benefited from 
an offensive rebound as this time Isaac scored to make it 14 – 6.  Isaac made his first shot on a 
one-and-one foul to make it 15 – 6 before Riverheads hit a three pointer to close to 15 – 9.  
Carter hit one of two free throws then Isaac scored on a drive to increase the lead to 18 – 9.  The 
quarter ended after Jasigh banged home a three pointer giving the visitors a 21 – 9 lead at the 
half. 
 
Fort got outscored 14 – 12 in the third quarter but that was the only quarter they lost.  Carter’s 
two from Isaac came right before Tripp hit a three pointer to make it 26 – 9.  Riverheads scored 
to make the score 26 – 11 then Jasigh had a scoring spurt.  First he got an offensive rebound and 
scored.  Then he got two on a layup after a steal.  A second steal and layup of his gave the 
Indians a commanding 32 – 11 lead.  After Riverheads scored five in succession, Gus found 
Jasigh open again in three point land and he buried the jumper to make it 35 – 16.  Riverheads 
scored the final seven points of the quarter so FDHS led 35 – 23 after three periods. 
 
The fourth quarter saw FDHS finally get the range on their foul shots.  The Indians made 10 – 12 
from the charity stripe during the quarter.  Tripp was 4 – 4 and Jasigh was 6 – 6 in the period.  
Tripp had a nice floater for two early in the quarter and Evan Braun scored on a nice pass from 
Gus.  The Gladiators got no closer than nine points during the quarter.  Jasigh’s putback after an 
offensive rebound made the score 45 – 34 with 1:40 and the Indians hit their free throws down 
the stretch to pull out the 51 – 37 win. 
 
Jasigh led the Indians with 22 points.  Isaac and Tripp had nine each.  Carter pitched in five.  
Gus, Evan, and Ayden each had two.  The boys are scheduled back in action on Wednesday 
night with a make-up game at Turner Ashby. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 



Gus Gutshall  1 0 0-0 2 
Isaac Marshall 4 0 1-4 9 
Tripp Hanger 1 1 4-4 9 
Jasigh Ransome 5 2 6-8 22 
Evan Braun 1 0 0-2 2 
Carter Berry 2 0 1-2 5 
Hunter Hamer 0 0 0-0 0 
Rhyland Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
Ayden Thorton 1 0 0-0 2 

TOTAL 15 3 12-20 51 



Turner Ashby JV’s Thwart Indians 40 - 26 
 
For the second time this season, the Fort Defiance JV basketball team took it on the chin from 
the Turner Ashby Knights.  This time TAHS won 40 – 26 on their home court on February 1.  
The loss dropped Fort’s record to 11 – 6 overall, 7 – 1 in the Shenandoah District. 
 
The blame for this loss is no different from the other losses FDHS has suffered this season:  poor 
ball handling and lousy shooting.  The Indians turned the ball over six times in the opening 
quarter and only made one shot the entire period.  In the first half, they only made three baskets.   
They missed their first six free throws.  And it didn’t help that the officials for the contest were 
incompetent. 
 
TAHS went out to a 3 – 0 lead to start the game.  Fort didn’t score until nearly five minutes had 
gone by in the quarter when, finally, Evan Braun scored on a drive.  Still, Fort was only behind 5 
– 2 until the closing seconds of the period when TAHS hit a three pointer to take a 8 – 2 lead. 
 
After TAHS went up 10 – 2, Isaac Marshall finally found the range for a three pointer.  TAHS 
extended their lead to 12 – 5 when Isaac again hit a trey with 2:15 to go.  TAHS got the final two 
points of the half and took a 14 – 8 lead into the locker room. 
 
Opening the second half, Evan scored again but again the turnover bug hit the visitors.  TAHS 
extended their lead to 18 – 10 before Carter Berry got a deuce in close to make it 18 – 12.  
Turner Ashby scored the next six points before Carter scored again on an assist from Jasigh 
Ransome.  The third quarter ended with the home team ahead 25 – 14. 
 
Fort showed some life to start the fourth.  Jasigh got a layup then Isaac hit his third triple of the 
night to get the Indians within six at 25 – 19.  But the bottom dropped out of their comeback 
effort, aided by a technical foul against the Fort coach which resulted in two free throws and 
another score for Turner Ashby.  Soon TA was up 31 – 19.  Jasigh’s three pointer got the Indians 
within nine at 31 – 22.  But the only other points FDHS could score down the stretch were two 
free throws from Tripp Hanger and a floater in the lane from Tripp.  The final score was 40 – 26. 
 
Isaac had nine points for the night.  Jasigh had five while Evan, Carter, and Tripp each had four.    
The boys will play at Wilson Memorial on Friday night. 
 
Fort’s Box Score: 
 
Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  0 0 0-2 0 
Isaac Marshall 0 3 0-0 9 
Tripp Hanger 1 0 2-2 4 
Jasigh Ransome 1 1 0-1 5 
Evan Braun 2 0 0-3 4 
Carter Berry 2 0 0-0 4 
Rhyland Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
TOTAL 6 4 2-8 26 



Indian JV’s Rally in Final Minutes to Nip Wilson 42 - 41 
The Fort Defiance JV team used a late fourth quarter spurt to pull out a come-from-behind win 
over the homestanding Wilson Memorial squad, 42 – 41, on February 3.  The Indians found 
themselves down 36 – 26 late in the third quarter and were behind six, 41 – 35, with just over a 
minute to go.  But Evan Braun scored five points in the last 75 seconds and Jasigh Ransome hit 
an acrobatic, highly contested layup with just 12 seconds to put the Indians ahead, 42 – 41.  
Wilson’s shot at the buzzer was off target, enabling FDHS to extend their record to 12 – 6, 8 – 1 
in the Shenandoah District.   

The game started poorly for Fort.  After Wilson scored on a layup off the opening tip, the Indians 
committed two consecutive turnovers.  Jasigh’s drive evened the score at 2 – 2.  Evan hit two 
free throws to make it 4 – 2 in favor of the visitors but Wilson tied it up with two free throws.  
Evan and Carter Berry each hit in the paint to give Fort a 8 – 4 lead.  Wilson came back to 8 – 6 
but Gus Gutshall’s bucket in close gave Fort a 10 – 6 lead after one period. 

The next two quarters were not good ones for FDHS.  The second quarter started off with Wilson 
tying the game with a basket and two free throws.  Gus then scored again inside and Rhyland 
Martin’s jumper gave Fort a 14 – 10 lead but Wilson hit two three pointers to take a 16 – 14 lead. 
Gus again answered with a soft touch in the lane to tie the score.  Wilson went back up 18 – 16 
but Rhyland scored on a nice drive to tie the score at 18’s with 3:17 to go.  It was all Wilson for 
the remainder of the quarter, aided by two more turnovers by the Indians.  Their two baskets 
gave them a 22 – 18 lead going into halftime. 

Evan scored to start the second half, getting the Indians within two, but Wilson ran off the next 
four points to go up 26 – 20.  Isaac Marshall scored off a drive but Wilson answered with a three 
pointer to go up 29 – 22 with 4:17 left in the third.  The Green Hornets pushed their lead to 31 – 
22 until Evan canned a jumper to make it 31 – 24.  Wilson scored again and led by nine with 
2:23 to go.  Rhyland then hit a twisting layup.  He was fouled on the shot but missed his free 
throw.  Wilson then buried a three pointer giving them a huge ten point lead, 36 – 26.  Carter 
managed to find the range in close to end the quarter with the score at 36 – 28 in favor of 
WMHS. 

Gus again scored to open the fourth.  Rhyland followed with a jumper to pull the Indians within 
four at 36 – 32.  Carter hit one of two free throws with 4:21 to go which narrowed the lead to just 
three.  Wilson scored to extend the lead to 38 – 33.  Evan then scored from the right hand side to 
make it 38 – 35 with 3:01 to go but Wilson came back with a field goal and a free throw to go up 
41 – 35 with just over a minute to go. 

Evan swished a three pointer with 1:15 to go and, after Fort regained possession, scored on a 
drive with 45 seconds to go to make it a one point game at 41 – 40.  Under pressure, Wilson 
turned the ball over and Jasigh drove down the right hand side and managed to get his shot off 
and in despite being surrounded by Green Hornet defenders with 12 seconds to go.  Wilson had a 
chance to win it at the buzzer but Carter grabbed the rebound from the missed attempt and the 
JV’s had finished their comeback.  The Indians outscored the Green Hornets 14 – 5 in the crucial 
fourth quarter. 



It was a fine win for the young team.  Evan led the Indians with 15 points.  Both Gus and 
Rhyland came off the bench to score eight apiece.  Gus had a particularly good game, going 4 – 
5 from the field, had several rebounds, and zero turnovers.  Strangely, he was not on the floor the 
last five minutes of the game. 

Fort plays again next Tuesday night with a home game against Waynesboro. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Gus Gutshall  4 0 0-0 8 
Isaac Marshall 1 0 0-0 2 
Tripp Hanger 0 0 0-0 0 
Jasigh Ransome 2 0 0-0 4 
Evan Braun 5 1 2-2 15 
Carter Berry 2 0 1-2 5 
Rhyland Martin 4 0 0-1 8 
TOTAL 18 1 3-5 42 



Fort Defiance JV Squad Wallops Waynesboro 51 - 17 
 
Everyone on the Fort Defiance JV team scored as the Indians creamed Waynesboro 51 – 17 on 
February 7 at FDHS.  The Indians led by ten at halftime and followed that with an incredible 
third period in which they scored 16 points while holding the Little Generals scoreless.  
 
Jasigh Ransome got things off to a good start for the home team with a three pointer.  After 
Waynesboro scored, Jasigh drove and scored again to make it 5 – 2.  The visitors then ran off 
four straight to take their only lead of the night at 6 – 5 before Tripp Hanger drove in for a layup 
and was fouled.  He completed the three point play to give the Indians a 8 – 6 lead.  Waynesboro 
came back to tie it but Carter Berry got a put back off an offensive rebound to give Fort a 10 – 8 
lead at the end of the quarter. 
 
Jasigh again bombed in a three for Fort to open the next period.  Rhylan Martin hit a jumper 
from the side to make it 15 – 8.  After a WHS free throw, Gus Gutshall scored from in the paint 
to make it 17 – 9.  Jasigh hit his third three pointer of the night to give FDHS a 20 – 9 lead with 
2:05 to go in the half.  Waynesboro got a bucket to pull within nine at 20 – 11.  Evan Braun 
closed the first half scoring by hitting one of two free throws which gave Fort a 21 – 11 lead at 
the break. 
 
To start Fort’s awesome third quarter, Tripp hit a three pointer.  Then Isaac Marshall followed 
with three to make it 27 – 11.  Isaac then picked off a WHS pass and took it the distance for a 29 
– 11 lead.  Carter Berry hit one of two free throws so Fort led 30 – 11 with 2:57 to go in the 
quarter.  Jasigh was fouled and hit both free throws to make it 32 – 11.  Carter then stole the ball, 
drove the length of the court for a layup, and was fouled.  He completed the three point play.  
Next it was Parker Blosser’s turn to turn a steal into a layup which gave the home team a 37 – 11 
lead.  Gus finished Fort’s scoring in the quarter with an offensive rebound stick back, completing 
a 16 – 0 run for the Indians. 
 
Waynesboro finally got a basket early in the fourth quarter.  Rhylan responded with a three point 
swish to make it 42 – 13.  After a Waynesboro basket, Hunter Hamer turned an offensive 
rebound into two points.  Waynesboro hit two free throws which made the score 44  - 17.  Gus 
then took over for the Indians.  He hit a nice jumper in the lane then snagged an offensive 
rebound and scored again.  He was fouled on the shot and he buried his free throw.  Ayden 
Thorton got the final two points for FDHS.  The final score was 51 – 17. 
 
The win gives the Indians a 13 – 6 record overall, 9 – 1 in the Shenandoah District.  They have a 
tough matchup on Friday night as they take on the Staunton Storm who, earlier in the season, 
gave them their only District loss. 
 
Fort was led by Jasigh with 13 which included three three pointers.  Gus had nine and Carter and 
Tripp each had six.  All ten players on the Fort bench scored. 
	  



Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Jasigh Ransome 1 3 2-2 13 
Isaac Marshall 1 1 0-0 5 
Carter Berry 2 0 2-4 6 
Tripp Hanger 1 1 1-3 6 
Evan Braun 0 0 1-2 1 
Gus Gutshall 4 0 1-1 9 
Parker Blosser 1 0 0-0 2 
Hunter Hamer 1 0 0-0 2 
Ayden Thorton 1 0 0-0 2 
Rhylan Martin 1 1 0-0 5 

TOTAL 13 6 7-12 51 



Big Second Half Pulls Fort Defiance JV Team Past Stuarts 
Draft, 47 - 36 
 
The Fort Defiance JV team fell behind 23 - 14 midway in the second quarter then scored 14 
unanswered points over the next quarter and a half for a 47 - 36 win at Stuarts Draft on February 
13 in the last regular season game for the Indians.  The victory gave the Indians a 14 - 7 final 
season record, 10 - 2 in the Shenandoah District.  The JV Indians finished second in the District 
behind Staunton.  The District playoffs will be announced soon. 
 
The JV team has been plagued with turnovers all season long and this game started in the same 
fashion with two straight turnovers.  Then Tripp Hanger took a pass from Carter Berry and 
scored to make it 2 - 0.  Stuarts Draft hit two free throws to tie the score.  After another FD 
turnover, Draft went up 5 - 2 with 4:29 to go.  Carter’s two made it 5 - 4 then Draft scored again 
for a 7 - 4 advantage.  On an in-bounds play, Evan scored in the paint and was fouled.  When he 
made his free throw the score was tied.  Draft then got a field goal and free throw to go up 10 - 7.  
Gut Gutshall, who returned to the court for the first time after receiving a nasty elbow to the eye 
in the second quarter of Friday night’s Staunton game, made a nice spinning shot to get the 
visitors within one, 10 - 9, at the end of the first quarter.   
 
Draft scored to open the second quarter then Gus scored again in close to close the gap to 12 - 
11.  Draft hit a three pointer to go up 15 - 11 then Carter made a nice left handed shot on a drive 
down the lane.  Draft then came up with a field goal and three pointer to go up 20 - 13.  Tripp got 
one of two free throws to fall then Draft hit yet another three pointer for their largest lead of the 
night, 23 - 14.  This turned out to be their last score until midway in the next period.  Meanwhile, 
Ayden Thorton scored on an assist from Tripp then Isaac Marshall bombed in a three pointer to 
get the Indians within four at halftime, 23 - 19. 
 
Fort kept rolling in the third period, scoring the first nine points to take the lead.  First Tripp got 
a layup.  Evan Braun then scored on a drive to tie the game. Jasigh Ransome hit one of two free 
throws to put FD up 24 - 23.  Isaac then hit another three pointer and Carter one of two free 
throws to give the visitors a 28 - 23 lead.  Draft finally scored, pulling within three at 28 - 25.  
Gus then banged in one of two free throws so the quarter ended with FDHS up, 29 - 25. 
 
Isaac started the fourth quarter with his third three pointer of the night.  After Draft scored, 
Jasigh hit two free throws to push the lead to 34 - 27.  Evan got two points on a put back after an 
offensive rebound before Draft hit a three pointer to make the score 36 - 30.  Jasigh hit one of 
two free throws then Evan again scored in the paint to make it 39 - 30.  After a SDHS three 
pointer with 2:15 to go, Tripp took a long football-style pass from Isaac which gave him a layup 
and the Indians a 41 - 33 lead.  Draft had to foul down the home stretch.  Gus made one of two 
foul shots and so did Jasigh to give the Indians a 43 - 33 lead.  Isaac then hit both of his free 
throws and, after a Draft free throw, Gus knocked in two more to make the score 47 - 34.  Draft 
got the final two points of the night on foul shots.  The final was Fort 47, Stuarts Draft 36.   
 
 
 



Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Jasigh Ransome 0 0 5-9 5 
Tripp Hanger 3 0 1-2 7 
Isaac Marshall 0 3 2-2 11 
Gus Gutshall 2 0 4-6 8 
Evan Braun 4 0 1-1 9 
Rhylan Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
Carter Berry 2 0 1-2 5 
Ayden Thorton 1 0 0-0 2 
Parker Blosser 0 0 0-0 0 
Hunter Hamer 0 0 0-0 0 

TOTAL 12 3 14 - 21 47 



Fort Defiance JV Squad Tops Wilson Memorial in District 
Semifinals, 44 - 39 
 
The Fort Defiance JV team defeated Wilson Memorial 44 - 39 in the semifinals of the 
Shenandoah District tournament on February 16 in the Staunton gym.  The victory gave the 
Indians a fine 15 - 7 season record, 11 - 2 in the Shenandoah District.  The JV Indians will play 
undefeated Staunton for the District Championship on Saturday, February 18.  Key to the win, 
the third time Fort has beaten Wilson this season, was a great second quarter in which the Indians 
held the Hornets scoreless. 
 
Tripp Hanger led the scoring for Fort Defiance with 17 which included four three pointers.  Once 
again, Gus Gutshall came off the bench to play a great game.  His four points in the second 
quarter moved Fort from being down 15 - 12 to being ahead 16 - 15.  Gus was three for three 
from the field and tied Evan Braun for second in scoring with seven despite playing only half the 
game. 
 
The game started out in typical fashion for the JV team:  two straight turnovers on offense.  
Meanwhile, Wilson hit a three pointer and a field goal to take a 5 - 0 lead with 4:44 to go.  They 
extended their lead to 7 - 0 before Tripp Hanger finally got Fort on the scoreboard with a three 
from the corner.  Wilson responded with a trey to take a 10 - 3 lead.  Isaac Marshall then hit a 
triple from the opposite corner to make it 10 - 6.  Tripp hit another three to get FD within one at 
10 - 9 but Wilson hit a three pointer and two foul shots to go up 15 - 9 at the end of the quarter. 
 
Tripp continued his hot shooting to open the second quarter as he bombed in a three pointer from 
the top of the key to make it 15 - 12 in Wilson Memorial’s favor.  Then Gus went to work, first 
with a nice spinner in the lane, then on a drive down the right hand side of the lane to give Fort 
its first advantage, 16 - 15.  After Gus went out with 3:12 left, Fort didn’t score the remainder of 
the quarter but Wilson couldn’t find paydirt the entire period so the teams went into the locker 
room at halftime with Fort holding a 16 - 15 edge. 
 
Wilson opened the second half on fire.  They scored two quick buckets, including a three pointer, 
to take a 20 - 16 lead.  Carter Berry then scored in close and Isaac rebounded a miss from Tripp 
and scored to tie the game.  Evan drove for two to give Fort the lead back at 22 - 20.  Wilson hit 
a three pointer to take a 23 - 22 lead in the seesaw game but Evan again scored in close for Fort, 
giving his team a 24 - 23 lead.  Wilson responded with a three pointer to go up 26 - 24 but again 
their shooting went cold for the remainder of the quarter.  Meanwhile, Jasigh Ransome got a 
field goal, Gus grabbed an offensive rebound and scored, and Tripp drove for two to give the 
Indians a 30 - 26 lead at the end of the third quarter. 
 
Fort managed to extend its lead early in the fourth quarter. Both Gus and Evan hit one of two 
free throws to make it 32 - 26 with 4:49 to go.  Carter then got a steal and bucket to increase the 
lead to 34 - 26 with 3:33 left.  Carter then took a nice pass from Tripp and scored to give FDHS a 
ten point lead.  Wilson got a free throw to get back to 36 - 27 before Evan scored in the paint to 
make it 38 - 27.  Wilson got a trey and took advantage of a Fort turnover to score again making 
the score 38 - 32 with 1:52 to go.  Tripp drove for two then Wilson hit two free throws so the 



score was 40 - 34 with 26 seconds left.  Instead of holding the ball, Tripp launched a three 
pointer but it was on target so Fort’s lead was extended to 43 - 34.  Wilson responded with a 
quick three pointer and, after another FDHS turnover, closed to 43 - 39.  Tripp was fouled in the 
final seconds and he made one of two free throws.  The final score was Fort Defiance 44, Wilson 
Memorial 39. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Jasigh Ransome 1 0 0-0 2 
Tripp Hanger 2 4 1-2 17 
Isaac Marshall 1 1 0-0 5 
Gus Gutshall 3 0 1-2 7 
Evan Braun 3 0 1-3 7 
Rhylan Martin 0 0 0-0 0 
Carter Berry 3 0 0-0 6 

TOTAL 13 5 3-7 44 



Fort Defiance JV’s Comeback Falls Short to Staunton in 
District Tournament Finals, 58 - 44 
 
The Fort Defiance JV team fell behind by 22 to the Staunton Storm in the Shenandoah District 
JV Tournament Finals then rallied to cut the deficit to single digits before Staunton pulled away 
in the final minutes, 58 - 44.  Staunton finished the season 21 - 0, 13 - 0 in the District while Fort 
finished at 15 - 8, 11 - 3 in the District.  All three of Fort’s losses were to Staunton. 
 
This one might have gone the other way but turnover and after turnover doomed the visitors.  
There were twenty possessions that Fort was unable to get a shot due to its ball handling, 
including several in the opening minutes when Staunton raced out to a 7 - 0 lead before FDHS 
took its first shot.  As always, Staunton played an aggressive man-to-man defense which Fort 
had trouble with.  Complicating matters is that the officiating only became strict in the fourth 
quarter, long after Fort had fallen well behind. 
 
Staunton also dominated the boards with its big lineup that had eight sophomores and seven 
freshmen on the team.  To Fort’s credit, after digging a deep hole in the second quarter the 
Indians climbed back to make the came very competitive in the fourth quarter. 
 
Isaac Marshall’s two free throws were the first scores for Fort.  Staunton took advantage of a 
turnover and scored again, making the score 9 - 2 with 3:43 to go in the first quarter.  After a 
Staunton free throw, Tripp Hanger hit a three pointer to bring the score to 10 - 5.  Staunton then 
got two field goals, a foul shot, and a three pointer to extend their lead to 18 - 5 at the end of the 
quarter. 
 
The Storm continued their onslaught in the second quarter.  After Tripp hit another long three 
pointer, Staunton scored eight unanswered points to go up 26 - 8.  Rhylan Martin got a jumper to 
fall in the lane but the Storm responded with two straight treys to build their largest lead of the 
night at 32  - 10.  From there, the Indians started creeping back into the game.  Tripp got three 
points on a drive and a foul.  The Storm then got a deuce to go up 34 - 13 before Carter Berry 
ended the half’s scoring with a drive for two.   
 
The third was the best quarter of the game for FDHS.  Isaac hit a three from the top of the key.  
After a Staunton score, Jasigh Ransome, Carter, and Evan Braun scored to get the Indians closer 
at 36 - 24.  Staunton got a three pointer to fall but Evan and Carter both scored again for Fort.  
Staunton got a free throw making the score 40 - 28 but Gus Gutshall, who had been plagued with 
foul trouble earlier in the game, came through with a jumper in the paint so the Indians closed to 
40 - 30 at the end of the quarter. 
 
Staunton increased their lead to 42 - 30 to open the fourth quarter.  Evan hit one of two free 
throws with 5:15 to go in the game.  Then Gus was fouled and he hit both ends of the one-and-
one to close the gap to single digits at 42 - 33.  Staunton got a field goal to go up 44 - 33 then 
Jasigh hit one of two free throws to make the point difference ten.  Staunton got a field goal and 
free throw to make the score 47 - 34 then Evan swished a three pointer leaving the gap at ten 
again.  Staunton got a field goal but Jasigh shook loose for a three pointer to bring Fort back to a 



single digit deficit at 49 - 40 with 1:42 to go.  Unfortunately, Fort had to foul and Staunton hit its 
free throws in the final two minutes.  FDHS was able to get two free throws from Evan and a late 
field goal from Carter but Staunton held on for a 58 - 44 win. 

Evan led the Indians with 10 points.  Tripp had nine, Carter eight, Jasigh six, Isaac five, Gus 
four, and Rhylan two. 

Fort’s Box Score: 

Name 2 Pt Goals 3 Pt Goals Free Throws Total 
Jasigh Ransome 1 1 1-2 6 
Tripp Hanger 1 2 1-1 9 
Isaac Marshall 0 1 2-2 5 
Gus Gutshall 1 0 2-3 4 
Evan Braun 2 1 3-4 10 
Rhylan Martin 1 0 0-0 2 
Carter Berry 4 0 0-0 8 

TOTAL 10 5 9-12 44 


